Phone: (417) 667-5435
www.umcn.info

Vol. 37 « No. 16 The Steeple Bell

April 25, 2010

The Sending Team is
hosting a Mission Luncheon
today . It will be a pulled pork
sandwich luncheon with
proceeds going toward the
support of Habitat's next
project. Serving for the lunch
will be from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm in the Fellowship
Hall. If you would like to volunteer to bring a dessert
eMail volunteer@umcn.info or call the church office
at 667-5435.

Bill Gregory has an abundance of tomato and
herb plants that he would like to share on a special
Sharing Table again this Sunday. He has requested
that donations received from this special Sharing
Table be given to the youth group for their trip to the
Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky. A big thank
you goes out to Bill for his generosity.

There will be Acolyte Training today during
Sunday School. This is for all children 3™ grade and
up who have not yet been trained as an Acolyte. This
is also a good time for those who have been trained
to have a refresher class.

The Sr High Bible Study will meet this
Wednesday, April 28" in the youth room from 4:30
pm - 5:30 pm.

The Board of Trustees has recently approved a
new stove to replace the 50 year old stove in the
church kitchen. Along with the new stove there will be
a new fire suppression system added to protect the
church should there be an issue with a gas stove.
The project is scheduled to start this Monday and will
involve several days. The kitchen may be closed
during part of this week. Please be patient while we
make this improvement. If you have any questions
about this you can contact Pastor Ralph.

Spring is here and it's
time to start cleaning out
those closets and garages.
All  the unnecessary
treasures you find can be
donated to the basement _
sale that will be held in the
Fellowship Hall on Friday, May 7", from 8:00 am to
5:00 pm and Saturday, May 8", from 8:00 am to
12:00 noon. Proceeds from the basement sale will go
to Central Methodist University in Fayette, MO. Items
can be brought to the church beginning Monday, May
3", Please do not bring anything earlier as we do not
have storage space available. Any questions
concerning times for donation drop-off call
Constance Beaver 667-3042.

Our *last* regular youth group meeting for the
2009 / 2010 school year is next Sunday, May 2" at
noon in the Fellowship Hall.




The Sending Team is sponsoring a food
collection for Community Outreach on Sunday, May
2", Community Outreach is need of paper products,
canned fruits, cereal, canned meat and Mac &
Cheese dinners. Please bring these items and look
for the drop off point near the narthex.
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As Faith Dogs winds down
for the summer, the kids will be
participating in a service project.
They are collecting the items
%) contained in Student Dental
Packs for the Festival of
Sharing. Items for these packs
can be brought to the church
office from now until May 2". The kids will pack and
bless the items during Faith Dogs on May 5". Dentall
Pack items listed in the Festival Handbook are: 6 oz.
tube of toothpaste, child size soft toothbrush (4 per
pack), adult soft toothbrush (2 per pack), dental floss,
gallon size zip-loc bags. All items must be sealed in
their original packaging. Please contact Julie at the
church office by emailing jnelson@umcn.info or call
667-5435 if you have further questions.

There are currently two mission opportunities
planned. The first one will take place June 5" - 8™,
The youth from this congregation will be working in
our own community with a visiting group from Tulsa,
OK.

The second mission opportunity is a trip to work
in the Appalachian Mountains through Red Bird
Missions (a camp operated by UMW) on June 26" -
July 4™,

In order for the youth to be able to participate in
these life changing experiences they must be able to
provide funding. Come by the church during the
basement sale and find treasures but while you are
here please enjoy a glass of lemonade at the youth
lemonade stand. All proceeds from the lemonade
stand will go toward funding the youth mission
opportunities this summer. THANK YOU for all of
your support.

We will recognize the graduates Sunday, May
10th in the 9:00 am worship service and then honor
them and their families with a Breakfast in the
Fellowship Hall at 10:15 am. Congratulations goes to
Todd Brier, Allison Campbell, Chris Bogart, Aaron
Ogle and Victoria Ireland.
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Pastor Ralph and Church Family,

Thank you all so much for having the Whiffs and
Scott p[erform at the Church. They had a great time
in Nevada and were amazed at the effort and hard
work that you all put into making their performance a
huge success. A special thanks to those who had
“jobs” and especially to Pastor Ralph and the “cookie
ladies.” Thanks again.

Don and Norlene Hillier

The Sending Team would like to say thank you to
all who donated for missions? They delivered 4
plastic grocery bags of tea and paper products to
Katherine's Place recently and also were able to
deliver 5 grocery bags of food and 10 pounds of
potatoes to Community Outreach in March.

Let the church office know if your youth is
graduating from college this year. We'd like to offer
them a public congratulations!
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The early bird discount for
Church Camp has ended but it is
not to late to get registered. There
is a new camp voucher this year Church Camp
that provides for one half of the
cost of sending your kids to camp. This voucher is
available to all students from this congregation
attending a Missouri Conference camp. The voucher
is made possible because of the generosity of the
United Methodist Women. Please check out the
camp schedule that is posted on the window of the
staff office. If you have any questions or need the
new voucher code contact Julie by emailing
jnelson@umcn.info or calling the church at 667-5435.




05/01 Terry Caldwell
05/01 Matthew Dewey
05/02 Beth Lightner
05/02 Matt Lee

05/03 Craig Hubler
05/03 Crystal Hancock
05/04 Alyssa Meisenheimer
05/05 John Skeans
05/07 Susie Gullett
05/07 Jan Webb

05/07 Emily Haggans
05/09 Shawn Lukenbill
05/09 Scott Hillier

05/10 Amy Skeans
05/12 Johnna Boch
05/12 Amber Gray
05/13 Sue Novak

05/13 Linda Douglas
05/13 Julie Lewis

05/14 Kyle Dahmer
05/15 Megan Cash
05/15 Lindley Ferry
05/16 Tim Penn

05/17 Jessica Adams Weber
05/17 Payte Mansfield
05/18 Ashli Ellerman
05/18 Samantha Short
05/19 Jessica Mann
05/20 Cary Mason

05/20 Rebecca Davis
05/21 John Scarborough
05/21 Bonnie Radspinner
05/22 Brent Ernsbarger
05/23 Anna Lee Anderson
05/23 Jessica Davis
05/24 Judy Feuquay
05/25 Joseph Ferry
05/27 Erica Skouby
05/28 Ethan Gravely
05/28 Beverly Swischer
05/28 Candace Penker
05/30 Norma Cowan
05/31 John Nelson
05/31 Steve Shutters
05/31 Whitney Davis
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Floreine Moore, Baby Chloe, Charleen Wilkinson, Bill Hensley, Randy
Fellows, John Haggard, Julia Lightner, Kathy Rosser, Jeff and Erin
Killmer, Patty Gaughan, Janet Burrell, Rev. Ron Orr, Tracy Altic,
Dustey Chisholm, Haley Graham, Peggy Boehs, Stacy Symes, Joy
Craft, Debbie Flanery, Jennifer Shannon, Mable Urner, Lynne Logan
Clawson, Daniel Meisenheimer.

Extended Prayer Concerns

Laura Brewer Ackerman, Violet Adams, Cathy (Beisner) Baker, Sharon
Beisley, Christina Booth, Lawrence Bower, Margie Breneman, Norine
Brewer, Jim Burrell, Marty Caldwell, Lindsey Easterday, Leonard
Ernsbarger, Newell Franks, Florence Fritts, Marlene Folsom, Bob
Guerrant, Adam Gullett, Lance Hackleman, Jennifer Hancock, Harold
Harris, Nola Hartzfeld, Wills Hensley, Steve Hertzberg, Vee Hughes,
Jean LaGuire, Sandra Lang, Mary Madill,Michael Roussin, Mary Alice
Shannon, Edoline Smith, Rev. Lester Thornton, Dorothy Tyer, Sarah
Walker, Eli Braswell Wilkening, Ann Wolfe, our Church, our sister
church in Canda, Pastor Ester Jossias Guambe at Canda, our Bishop,
our Nation and the world.

Serving Our Country
Adam Appleberry, Rodney Bastow, C.J. Hayes, Steve Oberly, Kevin
Reed, Rachel Wells, Tim Wells and the US Armed Forces.

Those We Hold in Loving Care

Barone Center (2102 N Ash) - Pat Haggans, Eloise Harry

Culpepper Place Residential Care (640 E Highland) -Vivian Burris,
Ruth Munz

Moore-Few (901 S Adams) - Marty Caldwell, Naomi Kraft, Betty
McClain, Dorothy Tyer

Homebound - Elmer Post, Jean LaGuire, Evelyn Emery

Out of Town - Dorothy Bell
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May 2"

Liturgist . . ... Bill Denman
Greeters ... Bill and Norma Cowan
Head Usher .. ...... ... .. .. . ... Mike McCaffree
Ushers ................ Steve Reed, Jeannie and Jana Ireland
Adult Acolytes . . ............. Erica Skouby and Lee Ann Smith
11:15 Greeters/Ushers ........ Jason and Heather Meisenheimer
May 9"

Liturgist . . .. Youth
Greeters ......... ... ..., Gwen Dreyer and Betty Easley
Head Usher .. ... .. e Youth
Ushers . ... Youth
Acolytes . ... Youth

11:15 Greeters/Ushers .............. Norman and Vicki Garton
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In the fall of 1963 Bob Dylan was recording his 3rd studio album to be released the next year. The title track
of that album was "The Times They Are a-Changin”. In 2004 Rolling Stone Magazine released a list of The 500
Greatest Songs of All Time and this classic Bob Dylan song was ranked as #59. He wrote the song to create an
anthem of change for the moment. Having grown up during that time | am always mindful of the change that was
taking place in our world, our country and our communities during the 1960's. The first verse went like this...

Come gather ‘round people
Wherever you roam
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown
And accept it that soon
You'll be drenched to the bone.
If your time to you
Is worth savin'
Then you better start swimmin'
Or you'll sink like a stone
For the times they are a-changin'.

Bob Dylan used those words to describe the political and social changes that were taking place at that time
in history. However, those words can be used to describe our world, our country, our communities and even our
church in this day. When we look back 50 years there is almost nothing that is the same as it was in the 1960's.

Communication has moved from letters and newspapers to webpages, blogs, on-line social networking,
cellular phones and text messages.

Transportation has exploded with the number of cars per family and the improvements to our road system.
We now live is a more mobile society and a two hour drive is no longer seen as a big trip.

The church was the center of Sunday activity 50 years ago but today the percentage of our population in
attendance on any given Sunday has dropped.

Only restaurants and gas stations were open on Sundays in 1960. Today the number of business open on
Sunday has exploded.

These are just a few of the changes that we face in our world today that have proven to be challenging to the
church. The early church had their fair share of challenges also. They needed to take a message out into a world
that was openly hostile to the Church. They somehow figured out how to share the story in a way that brought new
converts to the Church in spite of the challenges. The reality is that we can rant about how bad these changes are
or we can find new ways to share the story in a changing world. According to Bob Dylan we might need to learn
to swim again.

Pastor Ralph

April 18" Week Ending 04/18
9:00 am Traditional .................. 110 GeneralBudget . ............... $2,601.00
10:15 am Sunday School .............. 71 Sunday School ................... 15.50
11:15am Contemporary ............... 41 Capital Projects . ................. 250.00
" Equal Exchange .................. 21.50
Youth Group Sharing Table . . ....... 131.25
BuildingUse .................... 140.00

Traditional Worship 9:00 am

Sunday School & Coffee Corner 10:15 am Newsletter Deadline
Contemporary Worship 11:15 am The Newsletter Deadline is Wednesday by Noon.
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Sunday, April 25"

Mission Minute

9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:15 am Acolyte Training

10:15 am Sunday School

11:00 am Mission Dinner

11:15 am Contemporary Worship

Monday, April 26"

9:30 am Bazaar Workday
10:00 am Kindermusik

12:00 pm Women'’s Bible Study

4:30 pm Kindermusik

6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday, April 27"

6:30 am Men’s Bible Study
2:00 pm Prayer Shawl
6:30 pm Kindermusik

Wednesday, April 28"

8:00 am TOPS

3:30 pm Confirmation Class

3:30 pm UMW Executive Committee Meeting
5:15 pm Sr High Youth Bible Study

6:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Friday, April 30"
1:00 pm Senior Fun

Sunday, May 2"

Food Collection for Missions

9:00 am Traditional Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

11:15 am Contemporary Worship
12:00 pm Youth Group
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